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Abstract:

This research focuses on the architectural philosophy of space in
traditional houses of Tlemcen, as an expression of cultural identity, privacy,
and social interaction. The house transcends its material function to become
a cultural and symbolic space that embodies memory and belonging. The
study is based on a survey and classification of archaeological and
architectural terms related to the traditional house, aiming to preserve them

from extinction and to reestablish them within a scientific framework. The
methodology relies on fieldwork and descriptive analysis, emphasizing the

cultural specificity of these terms and their local contexts.

Findings reveal that these terms carry a complex semantic and
philosophical load, reflecting profound conceptions of spatial organization
and human-environment relations. The research also shows that their
decline is largely due to modern urban transformations. It concludes that
documenting and academically preserving these terms is essential to
safeguarding Tlemcen’s cultural and historical identity, as well as
enhancing the appreciation of its architectural heritage in both tourism and

education.

Keywords: Tlemcen; Architectural philosophy; Architectural
Terminology ; Traditional Houses; Cultural Identity.
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