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Abstract:

The aesthetic reading of Islamic art in Orientalist studies suffers from
a methodological defect that is evident through the presentation of a
discourse that considers Western aesthetic principles as a fundamental
focus. These studies employed the aesthetics of the senses in presenting and
reading works of Islamic art without paying attention to the fact that the
Muslim artist relied on a subjective vision with cultural, philosophical, and
civilizational dimensions that viewed the sensual as incidental and fleeting.
In contrast, it turned to expressing the absolute essence and realizing the

meanings of contemplation and the abstract.

These studies contributed to establishing a form of classificatory
discourse that considered Islamic art as a decorative and museum art devoid
of any real aesthetic or creative content. In this article, we start from this
methodological request in order to scrutinize and review the features of the
prospective generic reading of Islamic art and to think about going beyond
it in order to contribute to building a cognitive effort that pushes towards
establishing a specific theory for Islamic art. This theory based on an
analytical and critical approach that employs forms of critical reading,
comparative reading, analytical reading, semiotic reading, and historical
critical reading. This critical-analytical approach is born from the
specificity of the intellectual, cultural, civilizational, and religious
frameworks that are the source of Islamic culture, within which Islamic art
crystallizes within a liberating thought that seeks to theorize our arts from

outside the centrality of Western aesthetics.
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