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Abstract:

This study explores the features of dramatic structure in contemporary
Arab comedic theatre through the analysis of Al-Muharij play ("The
Clown™) by Walid Abdellahi, as a contemporary dramatic script, which
encompasses humour and reflects the shifts of socio-political reality in such
a sarcastic way that comedy invest in reshaping and directing meaning with
in a coherent dramatic structure. As well as it allows laughter to be used as
a semantic and aesthetic medium with a dual function combining
entertainment with critique, and distance with engagement.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach besides the
mechanisms of theatrical semiotics and textual criticism. It also highlights
the interplay between script and stage performance in meaning
construction, focusing on black comedy as a symbolic form of resistance
which reveals deep contradictions and re-questioning authority and
standards. Therefore, it gives the script a multi-layered interpretive horizon,
combining entertainment and thinking.

Keywords: Arab Theatre; Comedy; Dramatic Structure; Al-Mubharij;
Laughter ; Black Comedy.
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