120-104. gawa (2024) 01 :a3al) /11 slaal) cibilley Lo

Sl i) L pena e galuaSasly dosgasl) Aiualil

Existentialism and its Reflections on Sartre’s Play “The Flies”
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Abstract:

The existentialist philosophy, as one of the main intellectual trends of
the 21% century, tackles issues like individual freedom, responsibility, and
pursue of meaning in an unstable world. Sartre’s masterpiece “The Flies”
deeply incarnates these principles, as it reflects the internal struggle of the
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characters in facing their actions and their consequences. The events
revolve around Orestes, who comes back to his country after a long
absence. He finds himself surrounded by the society expectations and
family pressures. Sartre presents the concept of freedom through Orestes
choices, who must take responsibility of his decisions in a world full of
chaos and absurdity. The play sheds light on the notion of “existence
precedes the essence”, as the characters must shape their identities and
meanings far from the absolute values. Through this struggle, Sartre
discovers the ethical dimensions of existentialism, showing the tension
between the individual desire for freedom and fear of the repercussions.
Key Words: Existentialism; Theater; Jean Paul Sartre; Literature and Art;
Play “The Flies”.
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—Gary Cox, Sartre and Fiction (A&C Black, 2009.
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/sartre-and-fiction-9780826423184/
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