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Abstract:

This study tackles a controversial issue that opposes the Arab self to the westerner Other
within the Arab cultural field, as they join around common interests and are split by different
ideological and cultural characteristics. This difference is what underlies the conflicting
clashes that lean on religious and cultural references, on the one hand, and the negative and
positive effects of western modernism on the Arab culture specificities, on the Other. Given
this, the issue is problematized around the nature of the relation between the Arab self and the
westerner Other within difference and cultural distancing, along with the possibility of

coexistence.
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