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Aesthetic Violation and the Formulation of Ugliness
in World Narrative Drama: A Comparative Study of
Sami Pasazade Sezai's ""The Clown" and Luigi
Pirandello's '""To the Axe
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Abstract:

There is no doubt that the core of comparative literary studies lies in transcending local
boundaries and geographical confinement, and in exploring the foundations of similarity
and difference between two literary works from different national traditions, while
seeking to identify relations of influence and intertextual exchange, as well as tracing
shared patterns—whether mythological, animal, or religious. The reliance on historical
approaches by proponents of the French school has arguably intensified the debate with
advocates of the American school, who favored a descriptive method supported by
rigorous analytical procedures. However, this methodological framework has itself
become insufficient to fully reveal the subtle differences between texts or to examine the
social implications arising from the widening gap between them.

In this context, the “center,” as a dominant force imposing itself upon the aspirations of
marginalized and oppressed groups, emerges as a determining horizon that saturates
aesthetic structures with layers of semantic ugliness, thereby unsettling the narrative
dramatic system. The narrative text thus becomes imbued with expressive and
polyphonic dimensions that reflect this intense confrontation, particularly in light of the
fading of human luminosity and the increasing dominance of ugliness produced by the
monopolization of aesthetic norms by social institutions—through the hollowing out of
their symbolic value and the exploitation of their resources.

Accordingly, this study adopts a comparative cultural approach to examine a Turkish—
Italian pair of narratives, focusing on their structural similarities and the discursive
layers embedded within the fabric of narration. It highlights the tension between the
pervasive impulse of ugliness and the fragmentation of the aesthetic facade as a result of
expanding dynamics of control and possession. Within this framework, this oppositional
duality becomes deeply rooted at the heart of the confrontation through narrative
discourse supported by artistic visions and imagery that mirror the dynamics of conflict.
Keywords: beauty and ugliness, narrative dramatic system, comparative cultural
studies, confronting voices.
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