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Abstract:

Orientalism, in both its classical and modern forms, has used the Arab woman as a symbol
to convey negative concepts about the East. In contrast, Occidentalism emerged as a response
from the Arab intellectual toward the West, focusing in turn on the image of Western women
to highlight the West’s flaws.

This study aims to shed light on the experiences of both Orientalism and Occidentalism in
their exploitation of the feminine to expose the other's defects, oppressions, and negatives —
what we term "feminine Orientalism"” and "feminine Occidentalism." The study focuses on
the former as presented by many Orientalists, who used the woman to emphasize the East’s
seduction and sexuality, extending to its fundamentalist violence. Meanwhile, the latter is
examined through the Arab thinker Abd al-Wahhab al-Mesiri, who used the Western woman
as a subject to expose the materialism of the West, the falsity of its alleged civilization, and its
pragmatic and even sexual violence against the feminine.

Keywords: Orientalism; Feminine Orientalism; Occidentalism; Feminine Occidentalism;

Fundamentalist Violence; Pragmatic Violence.
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