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This study seeks to examine the mechanisms through which Saharan identity is represented
and folk heritage is articulated as one of its most prominent expressions in Al-Tanfa, a novel
by Seddik Hadj Ahmed. The novel is approached as a symbolic and historical space that
transcends geographical dimensions. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method,
supported by the tools of cultural and postcolonial criticism, in order to trace the
manifestations of heritage and deconstruct the dimensions of identity within the novelistic
imagination.
The research begins by defining the theoretical concepts of identity and folk heritage, then
proceeds to identify the various forms through which this heritage is embedded in the
narrative structure of the novel. It further focuses on analysing the dialectics of identity on
two levels: the first examines the interaction between the local component and the broader
African depth, while the second investigates the conflict between local and African references
and the colonial discourse.
The study concludes that the novel succeeds in transforming heritage into a living cultural
document that resists erasure and affirms the specificity of Saharan societies. It highlights the
capacity of modern narrative to reconstruct identity and preserve collective memory in the
face of modernity’s challenges and the standardizing tendencies of colonial discourse.
Keywords: Saharan Identity; Folk Heritage; Novelistic Imagination; Al-Tanfa; Seddik Hadj
Ahmed; Identity; Cultural Memory.
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