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Abstract:

This study profiles functional language use in Algerian administration, service jargon, defined
as reduced formulaic expressions recurring in transactions. It characterizes this register and
assesses its proximity to a pre-pidgin stage across lexicon, structure, and meaning. Using a
descriptive, analytical, interpretive approach, we combine direct observation, hybrid lexical
lists, transcribed examples, and a staff and client questionnaire in three institutions—
Municipality, District Office, and Court.

Findings show borrowings functionally embedded in procedures, office equipment, and legal
terms, and a minimal shared lexicon enabling rapid service yet uneven comprehension.
Recommendations: a unified Arabic-French service glossary, standardized signage and forms,
and front-desk training on Arabic templates.

Key words: Jargon, Code Switching, Linguistic Performance, Algerian Administration.
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