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The short story is one of the most widespread literary arts, having become a rival to the
novel in many of its themes. The need for it has become greater today than ever before, due to
its openness to the world and its ability to express the crisis and suffering of contemporary
man. Writers have adopted it as a means to express the unity of man and his struggle against
injustice and oppression. Thus, the short story has been the raw material from which writers
weave their masterpieces in an aesthetically pleasing artistic form, through which the
narrative appears as an ancient masterpiece overflowing with various visions and knowledge
that merge with each other in a cohesive fabric according to an interactive equation related to
all literary genres, to ultimately give a story that is fully mature in art. Therefore, every writer
must establish the foundations of this art by clarifying its artistic characteristics, its type, and
the various factors that have made it impose itself. On this basis, I chose to research the topic
of the short story in Algeria, its reality and prospects, and I took the writings of Said
Boutajine as a model, showing through them the features and characteristics of the writing of
the storyteller and the nature of the narrative material adopted in his short stories. Focusing on
the nature of the narrative work of the story units to elicit the general meaning behind these
narrative writings.
.Keywords: Narrative, language, short story, literary genre, semiotics.
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