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The presence of the animal in Arabic literature represents an authentic and enduring
phenomenon that originated in the Pre-Islamic era, and persists into the modern age. The Arabic
writer has long utilized the animal as a literary tool to articulate their relationship with their
environment and place, as well as their existential stances toward life. A critical review of literary
texts—particularly classical ones, in both their poetic and prosaic forms—reveals multifaceted
cultural dimensions of this presence. Accordingly, this study aims to trace the manifestations of
the animal across the various genres of classical Arabic literature, focusing primarily on its cultural
dimension.

Keywords: Classical literary genres, The animal, Poetry, Prose, Cultural dimension.
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