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Linguistic Issues in Algerian Society: A Sociological
Approach to Building Linguistic Social Awareness
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Abstract:

Language is one of the most important components shaping the identity of Algerian society. It
is not merely a tool for communication, but a carrier of collective memory, cultural symbols,
and the value system that defines individual and collective belonging. However, the linguistic
reality in Algeria is characterized by a complex diversity — Arabic and Amazigh as national
languages, French as a colonial legacy, and English as the language of science and technology
— resulting from intertwined historical, cultural, and political accumulations.

This linguistic plurality, though a form of cultural richness, has at times become a source of
symbolic conflict and linguistic domination, reflected in social structures and patterns of
thought and belonging. From a sociological perspective, the main challenge lies in building a
balanced social linguistic awareness that perceives this diversity as a source of strength rather
than conflict, and that restores value to the two national languages (Arabic and Amazigh)
within an inclusive cultural project capable of meeting the challenges of globalization and the
knowledge society.

Today, Algerian society lives between the pressure of linguistic openness required to keep
pace with scientific and technological progress, and the need to strengthen national languages
as carriers of identity and symbolic sovereignty.
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