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Abstract:

This study explores the problem of genre classification of epistles in the Arabic literary
heritage, by analyzing their generic nature and their rhetorical and cognitive functions. It
demonstrates that the epistle is not merely a functional form of discourse, but rather a hybrid
text that combines literature and thought, intersecting with other prose genres such as the
sermon, the essay, the debate, and the testament. The study also highlights that the epistle
often served as a rhetorical mask enabling the writer to transcend censorship and express
ideas freely. Moreover, the article examines the limits of the term literariness in describing
epistles and proposes a flexible vision that conceives the epistle as an open space where
expressiveness, argumentation, and composition intersect, thus granting it a central place in
the map of classical Arabic prose.

Keywords: Epistolary Writing, Generic Overlap, Literature and Thought, Arabic Rhetoric,
Communicative Context, Letter and Oration.
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