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Abstract:

This study examines the cultural systems embedded within the literary
text, focusing on the implicit structures that function beneath its narrative
techniques and stylistic choices. Through a close reading of Shahla Ujayli’s A
Summer with the Enemy, the research seeks to uncover the cultural patterns
concealed in the novel’s narrative fabric, analyze their linguistic and stylistic
interactions, and evaluate how they shape the text’s discursive and persuasive
strategies. By revealing these underlying frameworks, the study highlights the
novel’s capacity to suggest modes of behavior, articulate forms of cultural
exchange, and employ collective symbols and communicative codes in
constructing its meanings. The novel is approached as a work that incorporates
autobiographical dimensions, portraying the intertwined experiences of three
women whose stories reflect nearly a century of social, emotional, and historical
transformations in the Arab region. Through these overlapping narratives, Ujayli
presents a detailed account of shifting cultural norms, recurring wars, and the
psychological burdens that accompany them. Although many events are narrated
directly, the text simultaneously conveys deeper messages in subtle and indirect
ways, contributing to its narrative richness. A Summer with the Enemy further
distinguishes itself through its movement across different temporal and
geographical spaces.The narrative transports the reader from war-ravaged Raqqa
during the period of ISIS control to the German city of Cologne, where the
protagonist Lamis finds refuge. As narrator and witness, Lamis connects the
stories of three women across two generations, offering insight into memory,
identity, and the enduring impact of conflict on individual and collective
consciousness.
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