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Algerian theatre has known three levels of language employed in its dramatic
performances, if we exclude works written in foreign languages. Many playwrights and
writers of classical Arabic relied on these levels in order to preserve national identity during
the period of French colonialism and to spread the Arabic language once again. Writing in the
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colloquial language (Darija) was also used because it is closer to the minds and hearts of the
recipient, as it is the language of the street, understood by everyone without exception, and
mastery of it is better than in classical Arabic. However, there is a third trend that calls for the
duality of this language and the blending of the two together (the colloquial and the classical).
This included numerous literary and artistic works in the Arab world, and Algeria in
particular. However, the nature of this artistic genre and the developments it has undergone
through artistic schools, particularly contemporary ones, have led to the development of the
concept of theatrical language to include performance tools such as the body, movement, and
gesture.
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