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Hallaq relies on Western and modern intellectual frameworks to explain secular
transformations and their role in imposing Western hegemony. While he makes passing
references to some Muslim thinkers, the primary emphasis remains on Western thinkers.
Hallaq reveals a diversity in his approach to Orientalists, classifying them as either defenders
of Islam (such as Louis Massignon and William Jones) or supporters of colonialism (such as
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Van Vollenhoven and Marcel Morand), and he criticizes Said for neglecting or misjudging
some of them.

Hallaq views Orientalism not merely as a political weapon, but rather as a reflection of
the entire Western modernity project, which is based on imposing Western knowledge and
perspectives on the world under the pretext of "civilization." He stresses the necessity of
moving beyond a purely political reduction of Orientalism and understanding the depth of the
Western intellectual and philosophical foundations that shaped it, in order to provide a
comprehensive, systematic critique and transcend a monolithic viewpoint.

Keywords: Wael Hallaqg, Critique of Orientalism, Intellectual Frameworks, Edward Said.
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