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The Identity Crisis in Contemporary Algerian Women’s Novels: ‘Bawwabatu Ad-
Dhikrayat’ (The Gate of Memories) by Assia Djebar as a Model:

This study attempts to uncover the reasons behind the shattering of the creative women’s
identity through the novel‘Bawwabatu Ad-Dhikrayat’ (The Gate of Memories) by Assia
Djebar. It also seeks to contextualize this identity within its historical and existential

framework,especially during the period of colonization experienced by Algeria. Women faced

the repercussions of imposed policies aimed at identity annihilation, integration, containment,
and segregation. This had a profound impact on them, causing a sense of belonging complex,
which affected their relationship with their own bodies and with the other, resulting in an
internal alienation and a pursuit of fulfillment. From this standpoint, the following question is
raised:

How did creative Algerian women succeed in establishing their identity within the framework
of their active involvement in dynamic changes and their relationship with the other?

Keywords: Contemporary Algerian Novel, Identity, the Other, Bawwabatu Ad-Dhikrayat
(The Gate of Memories).
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