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Abstract

The present paper explores the important role of translation and adaptation in the
emergence and evolution of Arab theater. It sheds the light on the efforts of Arab playwrights
who tried to introduce and shape a theatrical tradition that suits with Arab cultural values and
audience expectations.

Focusing on the experiences of theater dramatists in Syria and Egypt, the research
examines their work in translating Western theatrical texts—ranging from classical to modern
drama. It traces the developmental stages of these translations, showing how early efforts
evolved through sustained dedication by professionals in the field. Over time, as translators
gained deeper awareness of dramatic structure and cultural context, accordingly, they could
adapt these works for Arab audiences.

In conclusion, the study confirms the significance of translation, not only as a main
mechanism in the birth of Arab theater, but also as a catalyst for its ongoing renewal. It
demonstrates the importance of engaging with global theatrical developments to enrich and
revitalize local dramatic traditions.
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