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Dramaturgy in Children's Theatre: Main Character’s
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Abstract:

Dramaturgical writing for children is one of the most challenging forms of
writing, particularly in our modern era, which is characterized by major
transformations and paradigm shifts that have reshaped many aspects of life.
These changes necessitate greater attention and more focus on this type of
writing, given that the child is the cornerstone of the social fabric, which is
rooted in the family and the moral integrity of individuals. Undoubtedly,
children are the very important element in the foundation of this structure. As
such, shaping their identity, nurturing their personality, and embedding values
within them demand meticulous attention to the quality of writing, particularly
in an era of global openness and diminishing traditional boundaries, and rapid
transformations threaten to steer children away from their innate nature and
authentic values, there is a pressing need for a thoughtful approach to children's
theatre—one that keeps pace with modernity while remaining firmly rooted in
fundamental principles and ethics.

Children's theatre in Algeria has not been immune to these
transformations. In recent years, there has been a growing awareness of the need
to focus on children's theatre in response to rapid technological advancements
that continue to shape contemporary society. This awareness has driven efforts
to develop a dramatic discourse that caters to children's evolving needs and
contributes to the advancement of theatre as an art form dedicated to young
audiences. Among the contemporary voices addressing this challenge is
playwright Kenza Mbareki, whose works (Juha Digital, The Nano City, Nano
the Bear of Light and Colors, and others) have gained widespread recognition.
Mbareki's success stems from her deep understanding of the demands of
children's theatre and her ability to engage young audiences by connecting them
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to their environment, culture, and reality while fostering their intellectual and
aesthetic development.

Building on this premise, this research paper examines the unique nature
of dramaturgy in children's theatre, which requires both artistic and intellectual
expertise. The study focuses on the play Juha Digital as a case study to analyze
Kenza Mbareki's dramaturgical approach, particularly in constructing the main
character. Additionally, the paper explores how heritage can be activated and
utilized in a way that aligns with contemporary realities, offering innovative
reinterpretations with carefully considered objectives.

Keywords: Children's theatre, dramaturgy, Main character, digitalization, Juha
Digital.
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