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Abstract

The research aims to approach and scrutinize the limits of Algerian novel writing in the novel
"Alone at Night" by Bachir Mefteh, targeting the discourse of identity and the crisis of the Arab
intellectual. The novelist was able to represent his opposing vision of the boundaries of
authoritative discourse by employing educated characters who struggle against power
institutions to elevate the voice of the intellectual and give it a significant value to highlight the
aspirations of the social structure that experienced the times of revolution, terrorism, and the
era of political coups. This reinforced the act of cultural awareness regarding the necessity of
defending the identity of the national self and emphasizing the role of the intellectual in
representing and shaping the discourse of identity. Our research vision adopts a cultural
approach as a critical methodology to expose and understand the limits of the Arab intellectual
and the crises that pursue him in light of his opposing writings and resistance to all forms of
cultural and social marginalization and erasure.
Keywords: identity, discourse, intellectual, conflict, Algerian novel, Bachir Mefti.
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