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The state of exception has become the dominant model in contemporary politics, allowing hybrid
political regimes around the world to persist amid the broader shift toward democratization and
adherence to totalizing values. Drawing on the contribution of the Italian legal philosopher and
political theorist Giorgio Agamben (1942-), the central claim of this paper is that the state of
exception consistently appears, across the practices of different political systems, as a mode of
governance rather than merely an exceptional measure.

Keywords: state of exception, democracy, totalitarianism, hybrid regimes, democratic transition.
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