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Abstract:
This study examines the effectiveness of compensation mechanisms for environmental damage,
focusing on the distinction between restitution in kind and monetary compensation under
Algerian law, particularly Civil Code Article 132 and Environmental Law No. 03-10. It explores
the extent to which each form suits the nature of environmental harm, often affecting natural
elements that are hard to assess or restore.
The study finds that restitution in kind—such as restoration or cessation of harmful activity—is
the most appropriate remedy but may face legal, technical, or financial barriers. Monetary
compensation, often used as a secondary option, raises valuation difficulties, prompting legal
thought and courts to adopt fixed or lump-sum approaches. The study concludes by stressing the
need for a specialized legal system that prioritizes environmental restoration
Keywords: Environmental damage, compensation, in-kind compensation, monetary
compensation, civil liability.
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