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Abstract
As a person senses the nearness of death, they may undertake legal actions that can significantly
affect inheritance distribution. These actions may aim either to introduce a new heir into the
estate—such as through marriage during a terminal illness—or to exclude an existing heir, as in
the case of divorce under similar conditions. Such acts acquire particular legal significance due to
their potential impact on both the estate and the rightful heirs, especially when they concern
donations (hibah) or wills (wasiyah).
Terminal illness is a concept that has received substantial attention in Islamic jurisprudence,
which laid down specific legal rules regulating a person's capacity to dispose of their property
during this critical stage. The Algerian legal system has also incorporated these foundational
principles to govern legal actions taken during a person’s final illness. Transactions executed
during this time are often viewed with suspicion and may lead to familial disputes, as they involve
the delicate balance of heirs’ financial rights.
Keywords: Terminal illness, donation, will, marriage, divorce, Islamic jurisprudence, Algerian Iw.
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