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The phenomenon of irony in visual discourse
Caricature in Saudi newspapers as a model
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Abstract
This study is a semiotic analysis of the caricatures using a phonetic symbol (word) and a

visual symbol (image or icony. It investigates two different types of communication symbols
along with caricatures and cartoons as forms of linguistic discourses. It examines how caricatures
target a heterogeneous audience with social, religious and educational- criticism. Samples of

Saudi caricatures loaded with social, educational, and religious backgrounds related to the digital
age are read, analyzed, and interpreted. Semiotic analysis subscribes, contrary to the linguistic
one, to the theoretical framework proposed by Roland Barth. It focusses on verbal and icon
structure to demonstrate their communicative dimensions, and their role in bringing about the
paradox that generates sarcasm through which the implicit meanings of caricatures are revealed
and exposed.
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