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Perceived Family System among Academically Underachieving Students:

A Study of Three Cases in Light of the Clinical Interview and the Family
Apperception Test (FAT)
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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the nature of the perceived family system among
academically underachieving pupils, by identifying the quality of family
functioning and the prevailing relational dynamics. The study adopted a clinical
approach based on the case study method of three (03) primary school pupils. The
semi-directed clinical interview, the Family Apperception Test (FAT), as well as
the Draw-a-Person test to estimate the level of intelligence were applied. The results
of the study revealed that the academically underachieving pupil belongs to a
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disturbed and dysfunctional family system characterized by conflictual dynamics
and an absence of constructive solutions, which negatively affects their academic
performance despite having average intellectual abilities.

Keywords: Family system ; academic underachievement ; academically
underachieving pupil.
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