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The Effectiveness of the Syntactic Level in Constructing the Overall
Meanings of Discourse
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Abstract:
This  article  addresses  the  syntacticlevel as one  of  the

linguisticlevelsconcernedwithorganizingwordsinto  sentences that, in turn,
contribute to the production of meanings and the overallsemantic dimensions of
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discourse. The speaker does not resort to varioussyntacticchoices—such as
foregrounding and postponement, reference, ellipsis, etc.—arbitrarily; rather,
throughthem, theyseek to performspecificsemanticfunctionsthattheyintend to
embedwithintheirdiscourse. Consequently, theseparticularsyntactic —structures
guide the recipient or readertowardaccessing the deeperlayers of discourse in order
to interpretit.

The syntacticleveldoes not stop at the boundaries of a single sentence; rather,
itgoesbeyondthat to consider the interconnection and coherence of sentences
withindiscourse. This enhances the harmony of discourse and itssemanticcohesion.
Thus, the syntacticlevelacquires an effective role in constructing the
overallmeanings of discourse. Throughthislevel, the recipientdecodes the text to
graspitsmeanings and overallsemantic implications,
movingfromsyntacticlinguisticcompetence—whichdoes not go beyond the
sentence as the largestlinguistic unit subject to study and description—to a broader
and more comprehensivespace: discourse.

Keywords: Syntacticlevel — Semantics — Discourse — Foregrounding and
Postponement — Ellipsis.
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