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Abstract:

Sentence structure is a central concern in grammatical studies, forming the
basis for language description and systematization. Given the varied perspectives
on the Arabic sentence, this study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to
examine its definition and components as presented by Arab grammarians. It
reinterprets these elements through the lens of Generative Grammar, particularly
the Minimalist Program (MP), which emphasizes economy in representation and
derivation.

The study shows that Arabic syntactic diversity can be reduced to a single
underlying structure: the verbal sentence. It moves beyond traditional syntax by
considering cognitive processes linked to linguistic competence and their role in
shaping Arabic sentence structure.

The aim is to adapt generative assumptions to serve and enrich Arabic
linguistic inquiry, paving the way for a modern Arabic linguistic theory. Findings
confirm Arabic’s alignment with Universal Grammar (UG) principles, while its
unique parameters—notably variation in head position—generate structural
diversity.

Keywords: Minimalist Program, Universal Grammar, principles,
Parameters, Syntactic Structure.
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