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Representations of the reading self in Arab critical discourse: Abdelkader
Faydouh as a model
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Abstract :

Arabic criticism has reshaped itself through a long historical trajectory,
moving from confinement within the rigid textual structure to openness toward the
dynamics of reading, where the text has become an interactive space whose
meaning emerges at the moment of encounter with the reader. This transformation,
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which deepened with contemporary critical discourses, relied on reception theories
that argued the text does not possess a complete existence except through reading,
and that the reader is not a passive being but rather an interpretive agent who
mobilizes cultural experience, intellectual background, and the ability to break the
horizon of expectation set by the text itself. In the Arab context, Abdelkader Fidouh
emerged as one of the foremost critics who consolidated this orientation,
developing a critical project that places the reader at the heart of the interpretive
process and employs hermeneutics as a tool for uncovering the latent ideological
structures in texts. For him, criticism goes beyond the limits of linguistic aesthetics
to deconstruct mechanisms of power and meaning, making the text a site of
negotiation between overlapping and conflicting meanings, where culture,
philosophy, and historical consciousness intersect.

Keywords: Arabic criticism, reception, horizon of expectation, productive
reader, ideological structure, Abdelkader Fidouh.
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