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Nationalism in Arab Narrative Discourse: The Novel Al-Samaa Tumtiru
Maa'an Jaafan by Zouheir Al Chayeb as a Case Study
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Abstract:

The novelistic genre has been able, since its inception, to align with various
theoretical concerns and intellectual propositions in Arab countries, being well-
suited to encompass the evolving issues of the times. Nationalism has been one of
the most prominent tendencies associated with the novel, playing a significant role
in shaping and reinforcing identity. Arab novelists have expressed this noble

156


mailto:hadia.zemmour@univ-annaba.org

Lr3gdl Coladt ) Blr slo Jad slond) dilgy (g )l g Jt Slladt G iegdll i 330

inclination in different ways, with varying intellectual perspectives on this narrative
theme. This is evident in many novels, such as Al-Samaa Tumtiru Maa'an Jaafan
by Zouheir Chayeb, in which the author explores the outcomes of the Arab
nationalist project and the reasons behind its failures, including sectarian tensions.
Accordingly, this study aims to identify the manifestations of nationalism in the
novel Al-Samaa Tumtiru Maa'an Jaafan. In conclusion, this study found that
narrative discourse seeks to create a cohesive artistic work centered around a core
idea, from which most of the meanings related to Arab nationalism emanate.
Keywords: Nationalism, Novel, Identity, Narrative, Sectarianism.
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