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The dialectic of self and other in contemporary Algerian narrative - a
comparative study in light of social and cultural transformations
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Abstract

This study aimed to explore how characters and events that reflect the
conflict between the self and the other are embodied in Algerian literary texts.
It also examined the ideas and beliefs expressed by the author through their
narrative texts, focusing on how these perspectives influence the portrayal of
the relationship between the self and the other. Additionally, the research
analyzed the literary styles and narrative techniques employed by writers to
present this conflict in artistic and dramatic ways.

To achieve these objectives, the study relied on the descriptive-
analytical method as its primary methodological framework. This approach
aims to provide an accurate description of the phenomena under study and
systematically analyze them to uncover the patterns and internal relationships
that contribute to the formation of narrative texts and deepen our
understanding of the dialectic addressed in the research.

The research problem stemmed from the diversity of intellectual and
ideological perspectives adopted by writers, as well as the wide range of artistic
methods they use to represent these views. This phenomenon is influenced by
the social and cultural transformations that Algeria has undergone, which
have profoundly impacted literary production.

The research concluded with several key findings, the most significant
of which is that these novels present numerous issues, most notably the
dialectic of the conflict between the self and the other. This includes the
identity of the self in terms of hostility, rejection, conditional acceptance, or
assimilation into the identity of the other. The study recommended re-reading
these narrative texts in light of modern reception theories to bridge the gap
between the alienated self and the receptive self and to extract the hidden
meanings beneath the surface structure of the novels.

Keywords: Contemporary Algerian Novel - Contemporary Algerian
Narrative - Self - Other - Social and Cultural Transformations.
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