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Abstract:

This study examines the Human Rights Council’s Special Procedures system
as one of the most important mechanisms within the United Nations system for the
protection and promotion of human rights. The article traces the historical

development of this mechanism from its early origins within the former
Commission on Human Rights, through its various restructuring phases, to its
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current form, The article also examines the definition of the mechanism and the
legal characterisation of its nature, reviewing its classifications and subdivisions.

It further addresses the various field activities undertaken by experts and special
rapporteurs within the framework of this mechanism, with a view to assessing its
international effectiveness, whilst balancing the imperative of preserving the
mechanism’s independence against the obstacles posed by political compliance and
the national sovereignty of states.

Keywords: Special procedures; Human Rights Council; special rapporteurs;
country-specific mandate; thematic mandate.
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