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Abstract

Global environmental issues in the twentieth century gave rise to a new
branch of international law, international environmental law. Although this
development represents an addition to the existing set of rules and principles, it has
changed the traditional way states interact with each other and with their
environments. After international law granted them freedom of action within their
national borders, international environmental law emerged and changed this
balance, as states became more responsible for their actions related to their local
and global environments, which led to the erosion of the concept of their national
sovereignty.
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