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The difficulty of applying civil liability in its traditional concept to
environmental damages
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Abstract:
Given the specificity and novelty of environmental damage, legal scholars and
courts have faced challenges in addressing cases related to the environment. These
challenges arise from various difficulties, including those related to the nature of

environmental harm itself and those related to the legal foundations of traditional civil
liability.
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Environmental damage is characterized by several distinctive features compared to
ordinary damage, such as its delayed nature, impersonal impact, cross-border scope, and the
difficulty in quantifying it.

As for civil liability, it is traditionally based on three elements: fault, damage, and
causation. The difficulty lies in proving fault and establishing causation due to the unique
nature of environmental harm. Consequently, contemporary legal thought has shifted
towards adopting the theory of strict liability as the foundation for addressing
environmental damage.
key words:environmental damage- nature of environmental harm- civil liability- strict
liability
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