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Abstract:

This research addresses the topic of the application of administrative
decentralization and its role in local development in the Sultanate of Oman in light of
Governorates Law No. (36/2022). The focus is on solidifying the application of
administrative decentralization at the governorate level. The research is divided into two
main parts: The first part discusses the "Concepts of Administrative Decentralization and
the Difference Between It and Political Decentralization." In this part, we begin by
focusing on the conceptual framework of the evolution of administrative decentralization
and how this form of administrative approach is implemented. This approach cannot be
applied without first passing through a system or administrative method called
administrative centralization, which forms the foundation for its development and
extension. Administrative centralization refers to the concentration and monopoly of the
authority to make administrative decisions in the hands of the higher authorities in the
capital, due to certain circumstances that make it essential to centralize this authority.
The research also examines the difference between administrative decentralization and
political decentralization, noting that the latter is only applied in federal countries, with
the United States of America being the leading example in the modern era.

The second part addresses: The components of local administrative decentralization
and its legal basis in the Sultanate of Oman. While this administrative system is not
exactly referred to by the same name, its influence is significant in Oman, starting with
the application of the Wali institution, which has been in place in the Sultanate of Oman
for nearly 290 years. The institution was initially established in 1734 when Imam Sultan
bin Saif II appointed Imam Ahmed bin Said Al-Busaidi to manage the port of Sohar (in
1150 AH - 1734 AD). Later, he was appointed as the Wali of Sohar, and since then, the
Wali institution has echoed the top-down approach of governance in Oman. The Wali
institution exercises nearly the same powers in local governance, representing the head of
state (the Sultan) in overseeing the affairs of the state, including security, dispute
resolution, and managing economic and social issues, among others.

Keywords: Application of System - Administrative Decentralization - Political
Decentralization - Local Administration - Wali Institution - Historical Development -
Sultanate of Oman
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