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Abstract:

This study examines the reform of Algerian public administration within the framework of the
persistent tension between the entrenchedtraditionalbureaucratic model and the global
paradigm of New Public Management (NPM). It seeks to provide a comprehensiveanalysis of
the current state of Algerian administrative structures, evaluatepreviousreform initiatives,
compare themwithsuccessful international experiences, and identify the structural and
contextualchallengesconstraining the effective adoption of NPM principles in Algeria.
Methodologically, the studyemploys an integratedapproachthat combines descriptive and
comparative analyses, drawing on a corpus of fiftyscholarly sources in Arabic, English, and
French. The findingsrevealthat Algerian public  administration continues to
operatepredominantlyaccording to the logic of the traditionalbureaucratic model, and
thatpriorreformendeavors have vyieldedlimited and incrementaloutcomes due to
entrenchedpolitical, cultural, and administrative impediments.

In response, the studyadvances a hybrid and context-sensitive model of administrative
reformthatseeks to reconcile the efficiency-orientedimperatives of New Public Management with
the socio-institutionalspecificities of the Algerian context. This proposed model underscores the
importance of gradualimplementation, participatorygovernancethroughsustained social
dialogue, and strategicinvestment in human capital as prerequisites for sustainable
administrative transformation.

Keywords: Public Administration; Administrative Reform; New Public Management; Public
Governance; Bureaucracy; Algeria.
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