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Poetic Evidence for the Various Linguistic Levels in Qur’anic Studies:
An Analytical Study of the Interpretation of Surat al-Baqarah in al-Durr al-
Masiin fi ‘Ulim al-Kitab al-Makniin by al-Samin al-Halabi as a Model
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Abstract:

This study addresses an important issue in Qur’anic studies, namely the use of
poetic evidence across different linguistic levels by al-Samin al-Halabi, through an
examination of his exegesis of Sirat al-Baqarah in al-Durr al-Mastn fi “Ulim al-
Kitab al-Makniin, regarded as one of the most prominent Qur anic commentaries that
devote considerable attention to linguistic analysis. Al-Halab1 was distinguished by
his extensive knowledge of the Arabic language and was among the exegetes most
attentive to linguistic matters across various levels. Nevertheless, despite its scholarly
value, his commentary has not received adequate linguistic study compared to other
tafsir works. Al-Durr al-Masiin is indeed one of the most comprehensive linguistic
commentaries, enriched with a vast array of linguistic material, and diverse examples,
particularly in Siirat al-Bagarah, where the author elaborates extensively on linguistic
aspects and employs different linguistic mechanisms with precision, relying heavily
on linguistic evidence, especially poetic examples, to elucidate the Qur’anic text. The
study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach suitable to the nature of the topic. The
research 1s structured into an introduction, two main sections, and a conclusion. The
first section focuses on defining linguistic evidence and its utilization by al-Halabf,
while the second section examines the linguistic levels and provides examples of
poetic evidence drawn from his commentary on Sirat al-Baqarah. The study
concludes with a summary of the main findings and recommendations.

key words: Evidence; Poetry; Language; Al-Halabt; Qur’an.
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