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French exploitation of Algerian mines
represents one of the most significant aspects
of colonial economic policy, aimed primarily at
extracting natural resources for the benefit of
the French economy. From the second half of
the nineteenth century, mining-especially iron,
coal, and lead-became a strategic sector
supporting French industrial development.

The Brira Mine serves as a clear example of
this colonial exploitation. From its discovery,
French companies that monopolized extraction
and commercialization, while the Algerian
population was largely excluded from any real
economic benefit. The colonial administration
relied on cheap Algerian labor working under
harsh conditions characterized by low wages,
long working hours, and a lack of occupational
safety.

Furthermore, the Mine played a Key role In
forcibly integrating the Algerian economy into
the French economic system, as most extracted
materials were exported to France without
local processing. This exploitation resulted in
serious social and economic consequences,
including the depletion of natural resources.
Keywords: Economic Exploitation; Algerian
Mines; Brira Mine; Colonial Economy.
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