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/Abstract

This study examines the simple vertical
loom from historical and technical
perspectives. It traces the origins of this art
and provides a comprehensive technical
description, emphasising its significance in
traditional Algerian textile production. We
employed historical, descriptive, and
analytical methods to explain the loom's
components and interpret its symbolic
connotation. The results indicated that the
simple vertical loom has preserved its
original structure over time, with no
significant alterations despite the passage of
centuries. Notable features include ribbed
decorations, representing one of the earliest
known forms of geometric ornamentation in
textile production. Looms have played a
prominent role in rural areas, serving as the
primary means of producing essential
bedding and clothing. As a result, it has
been instrumental in preserving the
traditional weaving craft, a crucial
component of the national heritage that
merits attention and conservation efforts.
Beyond its functional role, the loom is
associated with customs and symbolic
meanings that reflect the ideas and beliefs
prevalent in rural Algerian society.

Keywords: Vertical loom; Traditional Algerian
textiles; Weaving craft; Rural heritage; Cultural
anthropology; Symbolic connotations.
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