442 — 417 5 ((2025) 02 :3ui | 09 Wik Ayl Lty 3L s

ol B (8 L BY1 Joldl bl (,.@.al e 1Ll 38 Cgr & byl domg )

@rﬁj‘—éf@\
Hedging Strategy in Southeast Asia: An Approach to Understanding
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Abstract: The international system is experiencing a shift in the balance of
power, which has compelled the United States to engage in an escalating strategic
competition with China, particularly in Southeast Asia—a region that has become
a central stage for the struggle over regional influence and dominance. Amid this
rivalry, Southeast Asian countries face a dual challenge: maintaining balanced
relations with both major powers while avoiding clear alignment with either side.
This paper aims to analyze the strategy adopted by these countries to
navigate the U.S.—China competition, with a focus on how they employ hedging
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policies to secure their economic and security interests without compromising
their strategic independence.

Keywords: Southeast Asia; hedging strategy; China; United States;
competition.
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