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Abstract: This article examines the intellectual debate between two
different trends regarding the true role of religion in the political and social
spheres of Egypt in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, under
the British occupation. It analyzes how Islam's role shifted from being the
sole ideological determinant of the state to the emergence of opposing
secularist ideas. The article reviews the visions of early reformers such as
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Jamal al-Din al-Afghani and Muhammad Abduh, who sought to reconcile
Islam with modern rationalism and called for the unity of the nation while
separating religion from government. It also examines the conception of
Islam among liberal nationalists, who emphasized Egyptian national
identity based on geography and language. while preserving Islam as a
cultural and moral element. It highlights the issue of the caliphate and the
reaction of the conservative bloc (the palace and Al-Azhar) to ideas that
question its legitimacy. How theses, such as Ali Abdel Razig's, deepened
divisions within and outside the Al-Azhar institution. Finally, the article
explores the emergence of Islamist movements such as the Muslim
Brotherhood, which sought to restore Islam's comprehensive role in all
aspects of life. The article concludes that this period witnessed a complex
intellectual and political struggle over the relationship between Islam and
modernity in Egypt.

Keywords: Islam in Egypt ,ReligiousThought , Liberal Nationalism,
Muslim Brotherhood.
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