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Illegal Immigration From a Social Phenomenon To an existential
Security Threat
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Abstract:

Immigration has transformed from a social phenomenon into a
security threat that troubles many receiving countries due to the transformations
that have taken place in the post-Cold War world, in addition to the events of
September 11, which had a profound impact in making illegal immigration a
security issue that requires exceptional measures and procedures to confront it,
given its operational complexity.

The securitization of illegal immigration and its consideration as an
existential security threat was the result of steps and decisions of decision-makers
in these countries, who made it a matter falling under high policy. Perhaps the
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studies and research presented by the Copenhagen School on securitization have
greatly contributed to shaping the conceptual and theoretical framework for the
securitization of illegal immigration as a fertile topic for study and analysis.

Keywords: lllegal Immigration; Securitization; Security Threat; Copenhagen
School; Discourse.
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