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Parallel Worlds: Virtual Structures in the Field of International
Relations and Their Implications for the Concept of Power
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Abstract:

Global digital transformation and the technological revolution have
fundamentally altered the concept, scale, and reach of power. Traditional ideas—
built on military, economic, geographic, or demographic strengths—are now
insufficient for gaining influence internationally. Instead, cyberspace has emerged as

a new arena for competition and influence. This domain has no physical

boundaries, no respect for state sovereignty, and no traditional deterrence; it easily
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penetrates all sectors and countries through advanced networks, computing, and
new communication technologies. As a result, understanding the true power and
risks of these new virtual worlds has become much more complex, creating both
theoretical and practical gaps. This shift compels international actors to adapt
rapidly, update their scientific knowledge and practices, and prepare to engage with
a world where influence is redefined by information and digital capabilities.

Keywords: Cyber power, cyberspace, international politics, state..
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