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Abstract:

This article examines the role of civil society in the institutionalization of
participatory and sustainable peace in post-conflict contexts. Using a qualitative
comparative methodology and document-based analysis of selected case studies
(Colombia, Rwanda, South Sudan), it investigates how grassroots initiatives
evolve into formal peace structures, and how civil society navigates between
official and alternative peacebuilding tracks. The findings reveal that civil society
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not only mobilizes local communities but also reshapes peace discourses and
institutions. However, it faces growing challenges such as shrinking civic space
and instrumentalization by international actors. The study concludes that the most
sustainable peace institutionalization processes emerge from hybrid models where
local agency converges with external support, without dependency—thus
transcending the conventional top-down vs. bottom-up peace dichotomy.
Keywords: civil society; peacebuilding; post-conflict; institutionalization;
community participation.
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