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The Role of Energy in International Relations: An Analytical
Approach to Cooperation and Conflict
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Abstract:

Energy plays the essential role in international relations, manifesting itself in the
intense competition to own and control its resources to protect geopolitical
interests. It is a viable element in determining power and influence at the global
level. The competition for energy greatly affects the concept of international
cooperation and conflict.
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The energy competition is a strategic element that affects the patterns of
cooperation and conflict between states. It focuses on how countries use energy as
a geopolitical tool, either to strengthen strategic alliances through agreements and
joint projects, especially in the domains of renewable energy. Competition over
energy is a central factor in the escalation of conflicts, as countries seek to control
energy resources due to the growing need for them, which leads to military
conflicts or wars because of fears of interruptions in energy supplies or high
energy prices. This pushes countries to strengthen their military capabilities.

In conclusion, energy is an important variable in international relations, as it can
be a source of conflict if it constitutes a point of tension between competing
interests, or a tool for cooperation if it is used to achieve common goals.
Keywords: Energy; conflict; natural resources; energy geopolitics;
international relations.
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