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The Legal and Political Utilization of the Veto Power and Its Impact on
Human Rights: The Gaza War as a Case Study
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Abstract:

The veto emerged following the League of Nations’ failure to establish
collective security after World War Il. It was the price demanded by the five
permanent members for joining the United Nations, with the aim of maintaining
international peace and security by preventing the adoption of resolutions that
conflicted with the interests of the major powers, which relied on their strength to
enforce resolutions.

However, this right (the veto) has shifted from a tool for protection to a
means of political manipulation, as the permanent member states use it to protect
their geopolitical interests and those of their allies, even if this poses a threat to
human rights and international law.
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! James, A & .Smith, B .The Politics of Veto: Power and Influence in the UN
Security Council .Oxford University Press, p. 45.
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