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Ethiopian Efforts to Obtain Maritime Access to the Red Sea and Their
Regional Implications.
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Abstract:

Since assuming power in 2018, Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has
sought to strengthen Ethiopia’s geopolitical and regional influence in the Horn of
Africa by pursuing the country’s long-standing ambition of gaining access to the
Red Sea. These efforts reflect Ethiopia’s attempt to secure a strategic position
capable of safeguarding its interests within a regional environment characterized
by power imbalances and competing interests. One of the clearest indicators of
this orientation is Abiy Ahmed’s official speeches before the Ethiopian
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Parliament, in which he described access to the Red Sea as an existential issue
with historical and symbolic dimensions, achievable through diplomacy or the use
of power. This trend is further reflected in the Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs’ 2023 document and in the 2024 Memorandum of Understanding signed
with Somaliland, highlighting the close link between this ambition, Ethiopia’s
national security considerations, and its broader geopolitical orientation.
Keywords: Maritime access; Horn of Africa; Red Sea; regional influence;
.Ethiopia
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Total 880 814 920 867 1.669 | 1.588
distance
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Addis
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Distanc | 74 1 193 179 163| 990 | 372

e from
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nearest
ethiopia
n
border
Percent | 91.6| 829| 80.7| 812 407 .76
age of
distance
in side
ethiopia
Source: Mebratu atewe berhan ; Mohamed kheir Omer, Issues of geography and
demography related to access to the sea in the horn of Africa, in : Eritrean

sovereignty and Ethiopia’s quest for sea, March (2025); P 32.
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