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European Energy Security amid Algerian-Moroccan Competition over
African Gas Corridors
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Abstract:

This study examines the structural asymmetry between Algeria's and
Morocco's positions within Europe's reconfigured energy-security landscape
following Russia’s war on Ukraine, deconstructing the transit-state versus
original-source-state dichotomy commonly applied to the rivalry between the
Trans-Saharan Gas Pipeline and the Nigeria-Morocco pipeline projects. Drawing
on energy-security theory, interdependence theory, and the concepts of the energy
weapon and energy diplomacy, the study adopts a comparative analytical method
employing an article-analysis tool to identify shared patterns across both cases.
Findings indicate that Algeria enjoys a rare functional duality as both original
producer and transit corridor, whereas Morocco remains essentially a
transit/transformation state compensating for the absence of substantial domestic
reserves through diplomatic alliances and a proactive bet on green hydrogen. The
study further reveals that European energy security has expanded beyond price
and supply concerns to encompass African regional stability itself.

Keywords: Energy security; Interdependence; Energy weapon; Trans-
Saharan Gas Pipeline; Energy diplomacy.
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