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The role of Sufism in strengthening African-Arab cultural relations
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Abstract:

The peoples of sub-Saharan Africa discovered the tolerance of Islamic
teachings and adopted them as a way of life in managing their affairs. Colonialism
tried to alienate Africans from Islam and Arab culture, but it did not succeed,
thanks to the contribution of Sufism. Sufi scholars played a vital role in reviving
the Arab Islamic heritage, relying on preaching, teaching, and writing. This Sufi
endeavor forged strong bonds in African-Arab cultural relations.

Sufism is characterized by moderation and balance, but some of its branches
follow an approach of extremism and exaggeration in favoring sheikhs,
supplicating to saints, sanctifying them. These are manifestations that Salafism
and Wahhabism, describe as heresies and polytheism, which has led the two sides
to armed conflicts. Extremist Salafism also accuses Sufism of being a pliant tool
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of ruling regimes. Some countries rely on Sufism to combat political Islam, as the
West's strategy has been to pursue a policy of proxy diplomacy, using some of its
allies to achieve an Islam that aligns with its interests.

Keywords: Sufism; cultural relations; political Islam ; Arab culture.
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