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Epistemic Obstacles in the Reception of Malek Bennabi’s Discourse:
A Critical Examination of Source and Secondary Literature Issues
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Abstract:

This study aims to diagnose the epistemic obstacles that have hindered an
accurate systemic understanding of Malek Bennabi’s intellectual discourse. It
does so through a critical analysis of source-related issues on the one hand, and of
previous studies as a surrounding discourse on the other. The paper questions
deeply rooted assumptions in Bennabi studies, particularly those concerning the
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primacy of the French texts, the hierarchical classification of his works, and the
role of accompanying discourse in shaping misleading horizons of reception.

The study concludes that Bennabi’s later Arabic texts possess a higher
degree of referential authority and originality, and that prevailing classifications—
most notably labeling him as an Islamic or Khaldunian thinker—are outcomes of
a non-systemic and fragmentary approach to his discourse. It further demonstrates
that most secondary literature failed to engage with Bennabi’s thought as an
integrated discursive system, producing a compounded misunderstanding that
fueled premature calls for critique or transcendence. The paper argues for a
renewed internal and systemic reading of Bennabi’s discourse as a prerequisite for
any sound scholarly assessment.

Keywords: Malek Bennabi; problems of reception; paratext; Islamic
classification; Khaldunian attribution; Dar al-Fikr.
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* _ Malek Bennabi: Bennabi, Malek: Mémoires d'un témoin du siecle:

I'enfant, 'etudiant, I'ecrivain, les carnets. Présentations et notes de

Nour-Eddine Boukrouh. (Editions Samar, Alger. 2006). p423.
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