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Abstract:

This study examines the dialectical relationship between national identity
construction and national security imperatives in contemporary Algeria, analyzing
both official state discourse and societal counter-discourse. It hypothesizes that
successive Algerian political elites, driven by a foundational apprehension
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inherited from colonialism, have systematically securitized identity across its
three dimensions - Arabism, Islam, and Amazighity - transforming cultural,
linguistic, and ideological pluralism from a social asset into a perceived security
vulnerability.

Adopting ontological security as its primary theoretical framework,
supplemented by the Copenhagen School's securitization theory and post-
structuralist tools. Methodologically, it applies Fairclough's adapted Critical
Discourse Analysis model to both state discourse and counter-discourse over the
period 1962-2024. It concludes that a transition is imperative from an
exclusionary security of identity model toward a security through identity
paradigm grounded in inclusive citizenship and digital sovereignty.

Keywords: National Identity, National Security, Securitization, Ontological
Security, Critical Discourse Analysis.
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